
Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 – 7:00p.m.

Fortuna City Hall

Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall.

I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Kravitz called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

FLAG SALUTE:
Chairman Kravitz led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Planning Commission Staff Present

Commissioner Davis City Manager Regan Candelario

Commissioner Meaney Deputy Director of Community Development Liz 
Shorey

Commissioner Mobley Sr. Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ourique

Commissioner Morrison

Chairman Kravitz

Commissioners Absent: Commissioner Schwartz, Vice Chairman Bywater

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 April 26, 2016

Chairman Kravitz requested that the minutes be changed for historical 
records that the Planning Commission will meet on May 24 th  and that the 
meeting is not cancelled. Motion  was made  to approve the minutes with the 
change by Commissioner Davis; second by Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Davis, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Kravitz
 NOES: 0
ABSENT: Schwartz, Bywater
ABSTAIN: 0
Motion Carried

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

 Cheryl, a resident of the Fortuna Trailer Village, presented the current problems in 
the trailer park. She would like the trash picked up more than twice a week. 
Addressed the drug and crime issues and that the rent for the spaces is too high. She 
stated that there is a severe cockroach and rat problem that the landlord will not 
address. Commissioner Mobley asked if she had contacted Humboldt County Health 



Department. She stated she has done so in the past and no action was taken. Mobley 
suggested she do so again. 

Donna Matthews spoke to the Commission in support of her friends at the trailer 
park. She stated that the fees and conditions are horrific and that she has presented 
theses issues to the city council in the past year with no support. She would like to 
see some action on the Housing Element and asked for the planning commission to 
give instruction to staff to influence an up-to-date housing plan that addresses 
issues for poverty and below poverty levels. 

IV. BUSINESS:

1. A Public Hearing to Consider a Conditional Use Permit for a Secondhand 
Shop, “Something Old, Something Nouveau.” 

       Project: Secondhand store, “Something Old, Something Nouveau”
           Location: 1117 Main Street

           APN: 040-203-009

           Applicant: Nick Kotko

Commissioner Davis is concerned on the longevity of conditional permits and 
how an area can change over time. Conditional use permits last forever, and he 
would like to address this issue in the upcoming design review workshop. The 
deputy planner stated she would research ways to impose a time limit or 
review of conditional use permits.

Commissioner Mobley asked if there was a design for a sign in the window or 
hanging on the building. Staff stated they had not seen a design for a sign, but if 
the applicant wishes to do so they will need a sign permit. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Morrison to adopt Resolution No. P-
2016-2034, “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna 
Approving a Conditional Use Permit for a Secondhand Store in the Retail 
Commercial (R-C) District;”second by Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Davis, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Kravitz
NOES:

      ABSENT: Schwartz, Bywater
ABSTAIN: 0
Motion Carried

2. A Public Hearing to Consider a Conditional Use Permit to Allow 
Construction of a Residential Detached Garage. 

      Project: Residential Detached Garage
           Location: 105 Aldrich Place

           APN: 203-092-047



           Applicant: Dan Baleme

Commissioner Mobley asked if there is a garage on the existing home. Staff 
responded that there was and that this garage is intended for the applicant’s use. 
Kravitz stated it was as large as the house. The applicant said that he intends to use 
the garage for his craft projects and to park his large truck. He has no plan to open a 
business. He is retired and would like to work on his little projects.

A public comment was received by Don Jacobs, a neighbor of the applicant. He 
stated he had no objection to the project as long as it did not become a business or 
residence. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Morrison to adopt Resolution No. P-2016-
2033, “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Granting a 
Conditional Use Permit for a Detached Garage and Carport on a Parcel Where the 
Main Building Has Not Been Constructed and That Does Not Have Frontage on a 
Public Road;” second by Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Davis, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Kravitz
NOES:
ABSENT: Schwartz, Bywater
ABSTAIN: 0
Motion Carried

3. A Public Hearing to Consider a Lot Line Adjustment and Transfer of Parcel 202-
371-004 to the Redwood Preparatory Charter School. 

      Project: Lot Line Adjustment and Transfer
           Location: 1480 Ross Hill Road

           APN: 202-371-004

           Applicant: Redwood Preparatory Charter School

A motion was made by Commissioner Davis to adopt Resolution No. P-2016-
2032, “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna 
Approving a Lot Line Adjustment for Redwood Preparatory Charter School;” 
second by Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Davis, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Kravitz
NOES:
ABSENT: Schwartz, Bywater
ABSTAIN: 0
Motion Carried



   V. STAFF COMMUNICATION:

 The Deputy Planner stated that the May 24th meeting will be presented by the 
deputy director of public works and the city manager on two informational topics: 
the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and the annexation. The city council held a 
workshop last month on the annexation and members of the public wanted to be 
considered for annexation. It was decided that the city would annex the whole study 
area and it will be presented to the city council in June.

The staff responded to the Housing Element issue brought up in public comments. 
The Housing Element needs to be updated, but it has been difficult with one planner.
Priorities have been project applications to help the public. This has not been u
nnoticed by the council. A quote of $30,000 to have a firm complete the project was 
presented and not approved by the city manager. Staff has created a work schedule 
to get the project done. Her office is closed from 8-12pm to dedicate time to the 
Housing Element. 

Chairman Kravitz addressed the public comment of the trailer park and asked if this 
was a code enforcement issue. Staff answered that in the past the building 
department worked with the Health Department with pest control.  The area is on 
the radar of the city and police department. The city is restrained in action because 
trailer parks are regulated by the state.

Commissioner Mobley stated that the issue needs to be addressed and agreed with 
staff that it is a landlord issue. Chairman Kravitz asked staff to report back the 
Building Official’s findings in a staff report in the next two weeks on what can be 
done and if the planning commission would need to make a recommendation.

Commissioner Meaney asked if we had enough area zoned for low income housing. 
Staff stated that the Housing Element would evaluate the demographics and the city 
would have to provide available land to meet housing needs. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM.


